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Town to Undertake  
Drainage Projects 

 

Right now, our crews are working hard on the mini-
golf facility and in dealing with May’s interminable rains.  
But unless something unexpected happens, you can 
expect to see us turning to four drainage projects in the 
fall.  We might do these projects in any order, but we see 
our highest priority being the North Parking Lot at 
Generations Park.  We will pave that lot soon, and we 
will need to address the resulting runoff.  Our plan is to 
take the water north to a drainage pipe at the intersection 
of Main and Mt. Crawford Avenue.  If we can obtain a 
private easement, we won’t need to work in the 
street.  But if we cannot obtain the easement, we will be 
working in Main Street for a brief period of time. 

Our second-ranked project is in the 300 block of 
North Main Street.  Water gathers quite a bit in that area, 
and we would like to carry it underground to a drainage 
pipe under Grove Street.  Again we will need a private 
easement, but in this case, if we cannot obtain the 
easement, we won’t be able to undertake the project. 

Third, we intend to try something a little different at 
the corner of Green Street and West View Street.  There 
is almost no way to drain that area with a traditional 
drainage system, so we plan to install four crosswalks 
made from permeable pavers.  Underneath these pavers 
will be a deep base of gravel designed to hold water while 
it diffuses into the ground.  If the system works as we 
expect, it will serve as a model for use elsewhere in the 
Town.  Under the state’s TMDL regulations, we receive 
brownie points for allowing stormwater to soak into the 
ground rather than carrying it to the river. 

Finally, we will try to control the ponding in front of 
the McDonald’s entrance.  Our proposed solution is 
fairly straightforward:  We will install an inlet of some 
type and carry the water underground to a drainage line 
about 50 feet to the north.  The elevations will be fairly 
tight there, but our in-house drainage guru insists that the 
plan will work.  (Just in case the plan doesn’t work, we 
won’t identify him here.)  

These plans are aspirational, so we can’t promise that 
they will all be undertaken.  But  we can promise that we 
will try.   

Zika Virus Reaches Virginia 
 

There has been much in the news about mosquitoes 
and the Zika virus, and here of late it seems that we are 
getting our fair share of rain, which means that we all 
probably have some standing water around our homes in 
some way or another.   

In Bridgewater, we’ve been doing our best to combat 
mosquitoes since the West Nile Virus appeared several 
years ago.  Environmental concerns have limited many of 
the more effective methods 
of eliminating mosquitoes, 
but two remain that have 
proven effective.  We use a 
product called “Mosquito 
Dunks” that interrupts the 
development of mosquito 
larvae and one called 
“Mosquito Magnet” that 
lures and traps mosquitoes. 

In addition to our 
efforts, many of you are 
trying to eliminate mosquitoes at your home.  The best 
option continues to be the removal of all standing water.  
That stops the breeding cycle.  You can also reduce their 
hiding places by keeping the grass cut, eliminating weeds 
and spraying the lower limbs of trees and shrubs with 
products containing deltamethrin or lambda-cyhalothrin. 

It may be impossible to prevent the spread of the 
Zika virus to our area, but controlling mosquitoes gives us 
the best chance possible. 

The best way to avoid the Zika virus is to prevent 
mosquito bites.  Preventive measures include: 

• Draining standing water to prevent mosquito 
breeding around your home or business.  These items 
may include garbage cans, buckets, pool covers, 
coolers, toys, flowerpots or other containers where 
water has collected. 

• Discard any items that you have outside which may 
collect water that aren’t being used.   

• Empty and clean birdbaths and your pet’s water 
bowls at least once or twice a week. 
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• Maintain swimming pools and make sure that they are appropriately chlorinated.   

• Empty plastic swimming pools when not in use. 

• Use screens or repair damaged screening on windows, doors, porches and patios. 

• Wear protective clothing – when you are outside, cover up with comfortable shoes, socks, long pants and long 
sleeves. 

• Use repellent – apply mosquito repellent to exposed skin and clothing.  Always use the repellents according to 
the label. 

• Use mosquito netting to protect children younger than 2 months old.  Sleep under a mosquito bed net when 
outside or in a room that is not screened. 

More information on mosquito bite prevention may be obtained from The Center for Disease Control and 
Prevention, http://www.cdc.gov/zika.  
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Touch a Truck  
 

“Touch a Truck” will be held on Sunday, 
June 12 from Noon to 2 p.m. at Generations 
Park.  This event offers children a hands-on 
opportunity to explore working trucks of all 
types and to meet the people who build, 
protect and serve the Bridgewater 
community.  

 Trucks on display will include 
construction trucks, emergency vehicles, and 

more. Children of 
all ages are invited 
to creatively 
explore the trucks 
with guidance 
from the 
respective 
professionals who 
explain the 

equipment and discuss the work they 
perform with such machinery. 

 A special thanks to the Bridgewater 
Police Department, Bridgewater Fire 
Department, Bridgewater Rescue Squad, 
Lawrence Equipment, and Kee’s Towing for 
participating in this community event!  

Feedback on The Current 
 

 The Current is very important to us.  It allows our staff to communicate clearly with our citizens.  That said, it 
costs us a lot to mail it.  Would any of you be willing to receive The Current by alternative means, such as through 
display racks located throughout town or by e-mail?  If enough people would be willing, we might be able to save 
some money in mailing—although we would always mail the publication to people who prefer to receive it that 
way.  Let us know either way at ideas@bridgewater.town!  
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Pet Waste Stations Installed 
 

While walking through 
some of our parks lately, 
you might have noticed 
something new:  Pet Waste 
Stations.  Ten of these 
stations have been installed 
in parks across Town.   

There are several 
reasons we’ve added these 
stations, some of which are 
probably obvious.  We 
think the stations are 
convenient for people 
walking their pets through 
our parks, while keeping 
our parks clean for all 
visitors.   

Another important 
reason, however, it to help 
keep pollutants like pet waste from entering our stormwater 
system and degrading our water quality.  The Alliance for the 
Chesapeake Bay notes that a gram of animal waste can contain 
up to 23 million fecal coliform bacteria!  So, you can see, these 
waste stations are not only a convenience, but are a very 
important part of keeping our local waterways clean.   
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Y:  Jay’s Column About Policy 
The Dinkel Avenue Speed Limit 
 
In my still short tenure here, nothing seems to have 

captured public attention quite like the speed limit on 
Dinkel Avenue.  Everyone seems to have strong 
opinions on the subject, including one anonymous 
caller who insisted that I’m a “frickin’ idiot.”  At the 
risk of proving the caller right, I thought it might be 
useful to explain some background. 

You probably recall that the Dinkel speed-limit 
reduction was a response to a plea by some 
Bridgewater College students who felt unsafe in the 
crosswalk.  (And yes, we understand that many 
students need to do a better of job of looking for 
traffic, but that would be a whole other column.)   
Under Virginia law, part of any speed-limit adjustment 
is a traffic study.  We commissioned a study for Dinkel, 
and it recommended a speed limit of 28-38 mph.  I 
seized upon 29, simply because I thought it would 
make a strong impression on drivers.  Indeed, the 29-
mph limit did attract a lot of attention (and the 
occasional anonymous call). 

Enter VDOT.  Their position was that while the 
Town was free to set any speed limit it desired, 
regulations only allow for signage which displays a limit 
in multiples of five.  Their stance—that 29 is a valid 
speed limit in the ether but cannot be affixed to a 
sign—struck me as wrong minded.  The lawyer in me 
wouldn’t have minded tangling with VDOT, but the 
town manager in me figured it would be best to pick 
our battles judiciously. VDOT is graciously assisting us 
on other issues, so some level of comity is called 
for.  So, using the authority provided in the Town 
Code, I have changed the Dinkel Avenue speed limit to 
30 mph all the way from Main Street to College View 
Drive. 

By the way, the westbound radar sign has been 
extremely effective in that area, so we have just 
installed an eastbound sign.  JJL 

 

“ Everyone seems to have strong opinions on 

the [Dinkel Avenue speed limit], including 

one anonymous caller who insisted  

that I’m a ‘frickin’ idiot.’ ”  

Featured Farmer: 

Eric and Nancy Fitzgerald  
of Starview Farms 

 

Starview Farms is a local producer of pasture-
raised beef, owned by Eric and Nancy Fitzgerald.  Last 
year the Fitzgeralds joined the Bridgewater Farmers’ 
Market, selling pork for Bakers Farm of Mt. Jackson.  
This year they have decided to bring their own beef to 
the market as well.    

The Fitzgeralds have a 12-acre farm in Mt. Solon, 
where they raise beef cattle.  For years, the Fitzgeralds 
provided beef 
for family 
and friends.  
In 2016, they 
went through 
the process 
of becoming 
USDA 
inspected.  
Their beef is 
now processed at T&E Meats in Harrisonburg.   

Nancy is at the Bridgewater Farmers’ Market on 
Thursdays and Saturdays.  She still represents Bakers 
Farm for pork products but now also has a variety of 
beef products available.    

Starview Farms provides the market with premium 
ground beef, ribeye, New York strip, top sirloin, filet 
mignon, and organ meat.  The Fitzgeralds decided to 
join because they “want to support the local farmers’ 
market.”  

After Dark at Gen Park 
June Schedule 

(Friday evenings) 

 
 

Films: 

June 3:   Hoosiers - 8 p.m. 
June 24:   Mary Poppins - 8 p.m. 
 
Concerts: 

June 10:   Tara Mills - 7 p.m. 
 “Original Blue Ridge Mountain Folk.” 
 
June 17:   The Judy Chops - 7 p.m. 
 “Unique blend of swing, jump blues, rock- 
 a-billy, classic country & western.” 



May 30 ......... Memorial Day—Offices Closed 

June 14 ......... Town Council Meeting—7 PM 

Bridgewater Rotary Club 
Dinner/Business meeting every Tuesday at 6 PM at 
Maple Terrace, Bridgewater Retirement Community.  
 

T.O.P.S. - Bridgewater Presbyterian Church 
Every Tuesday  from 6:15-7:30 PM.  Open to anyone 
interested in weight loss or weight management.  For 
more information please call Vickie Bland at 568-6539.   
 

Bridgewater Historical Museum 
“Bridgewater and the Civil War” throughout May.  109 
South Main Street.  Open Thursday, Friday, and 
Saturday from 10 AM to 3 PM or by appointment.  For 
more information please call 237-4017. 
 

June 4 - Community-Wide Yard Sale Day 
 
June 6 - Bridgewater Ruritan Club - 7 PM 
“Son/Daughter Nite”.   
Meeting at Bridgewater United Methodist Church. 
 

June 7 - Congressman Goodlatte – Open Door 
Meeting -  11:30 AM  (First Tuesday of every month) 
A representative from Rep. Bob Goodlatte’s office will 
appear at the Council Chambers of the Bridgewater 
Community Center.  For more info, call 885-3861. 

Articles in this publication are compiled and edited by Town staff.  For information, please call 908-4212. 

June 12 - Touch a Truck @ Generations Park   
(See inside for details) 
 
June 15 - V.F.W. Post 8644 - 7:30 PM 
Meeting at the Post home on Dry River Road.  For more 
information call 828-0051.  (Third Wednesday of every 
month) 
 
June 21 - Parkinson’s Support Group - 2-3 PM 
Bridgewater Retirement Community, 210 Virginia Avenue, 
Houff Community Center, Smith Room. 
(Third Tuesday of every month) 
 
June 25 & 26—Shenandoah Valley Quilters Guild 
“The Threads that Bind Us” Quilt Show.  Turner Ashby 
High School, Saturday/ 10 am-5pm; Sunday/Noon—4pm. 
$5 Admission.  For more information visit www.svqg.org. 
 

June 27 - Bridgewater Fire Company Ladies Auxiliary 
- 7 PM  Meeting at the fire hall, new members welcome.  
For more information call 828-2035. 
 
 
 

Looking ahead… 
“Summers End” Labor Day Celebration  
with Fireworks 

Municipal Calendar 
BRIDGEWATER 
Current 

Events Around Town 

Town of Bridgewater 
Post Office Box 72 
Bridgewater, Virginia  22812 

    

 
Local 

Postal Customer 

PRESORTED 

Standard 

U.S. Postage PAID 

Harrisonburg, VA 

Permit No. 65 


